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Flooding at the Isle of Wight Festival created a mudbath. Car-loads of music fans were pulled to safety by tractors and others gridiocked for up to ten hours. Page 11

The 38-year tax backlog :

Revenue struggles to cope with more than 20,000 outstandmg cases

rets [
of the tax |

Alex Spence, Alice Thomson

Rachel Sylvester

Billions of pounds of potential revenue
is tied up in more than 20,000 tax tribu-

nal cases because the Government lacks
the resources to deal with them prompt-
ly, tax experts have told The Times.

An internal estimate by Revenue and
Customs claims that the backlog would
take 38 years to clear at the presentrate.
Interviews with current and former Rey-
enue staff, and lawyers and accountants
whoadvise wealthy taxpayers, have por-
trayed a department that is struggling
to cope with mounting pressure to stop
big companies and the rich from avoid-

ing their tax bills. The claims come after
it was revealed this week that a host of
wealthy people, including footballers,
financiers and celebrities, continue to
use avoidance schemes to reduce their
income tax, despite HMRC increasing-
ly challenging such arrangements,
Oneof Britain’s most successful busi-
nessmen is increasing pressure today
on the Government to produce a tax
law that is fair for all. In an interview
with The Times, the former chief execu-

tive of Tesco Sir Terry Leahy says that if
there is unhappiness with the law “then
the answer is to change the law™. He
attacks the status of non-domiciles,

who avmdpaymgfulltaxby}mn all

abroad. “There’s an msulated
mtemahonal group of people,”
says. “I'm slightly puzzled by the
UK’s generous treatment of foreign
residents. I'm for lower tax but I'd
start with British citizens. Why should
Continued on page8, col 1
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IN THE NEWS
Assad general banned
from London Olympics

The head of Syria’s national
Olympic committee has been
banned from attending the London
Games next month, ministerial
sources told The Times yesterday.
Mofwak Joumaa, a general saidto
be a friend of President Assad, will
giotbe al]uswedtn head the

-strong Syrian delegation due to
his close links to the regime. Page 7

Japan nuclear uproar

Japanese politicians provoked fury
by passing alaw that may allow the
country to develop nuclear
weapons. A clause in a revised law
on atomic power states that it

_ should “contribute to national
security”. Page 62

* Hillary’s hilarity

Hillary Clinton, the US Secretary of
State, has been letting her hair
down as she prepares to get off the
high wire of politics. She has
transformed her competent, slightly
dull,image to that of a fun-loving
national treasure. Page 63 4
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Springsteen: hard
rock in hard times
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The island the Greeks keep Secret

Only private boats
and a few foreign

tourists make 1t to
Andros. Kate Quill
VISitS a place they
call the dream’

B on't plan to do much while
you'reat Onar. Itsnotthat
kind of place. Time is so
slow here you lose interest
in checking it. There is no
wi-fi, no shops, no night-
clubs and very few people.
The only distractions at this isolated sea-
side spot on one of Greece’s most under-
appreciated islands is the occasional bleat
from goatsin thevalley and avisitfromthe
residentcat. Thereisn'tevenaproperroad,
which means jumping in the carto explore
seems, after a couple of days of staring at
thehorizon, like too much hard work.
Onar is a small, eco-minded develop-
ment of attractive stone cottages sitting at
the bottom of a green, fertile valley on the
northeastern corner of Andros, an island

«in the northern Cyclades. The journey

here from the port, Gavrio, is a bone-
rattling hour’s drive. The road peters out
abouthalfway, and turnsintoarocky, earth-
en path that loops through a deserted,
mountainous landscape. Very few foreign
tourists come to Andros—it's a secret the
Greek shipowners who have holiday
homes here have kept tothemselves. Even
fewermakeit to isolated spotslike Onar.

Onar means “dream” in ancient Greek,
and itsonecometruefor the owner, Mateo
Pantzopoulos. He’s been coming to this
flower-filled valley since he was a child.
His father used to sail the family boat into
the sheltered cove near by; Mateo would
swim ashore to go running through the
fields and dodge wild bulls. “Even as a
child, I realised this place was special,” he
says, “The beach, the trees, the waterfall,
the silence. You can't find these places so
easily in Greeceanymore.”

Mateo, an exuberant, sun-bronzed man
with abiglaugh, traded acity suit for shorts
and flip-flops a few years ago following a
successful careerin shipping and a glamor-
ous lifestyle that took him between Ath-
ens, London and New York. He grew tired
oftheratraceandthepartiesandlongedto
setup a small resort that was rural, private
and respectful of the environment. One
weekend he noticed asmall advertisement
in an Athens newspaper for the sale of the
valley where he had spent so many happy
days as a child. “The Greek fates stepped
in,” he says. “I cried when I signed the
contract,Iwasso happy.”

Mateo bulldozed a rough dirt road
through the valley and had nine cottages
built from local stone. Gardens and terrac-
esoverlookaromantic, unmanicured land-
scape full of trees, oleander, lavender and
waist-high fields of grass and wild flowers.
The air is heavily perfumed and throbs
withthesound of bees and insects.

The cottages are served by a restaurant

with a pretty communal outdoor dining
area shaded by plane trees, But the star
attraction here is Achla beach, a couple of
minutes walk beside a trickling stream.
This sweeping arc of golden sand islapped
by the palest blue water, and is usually

- empty. There’s no tourist paraphernalia

either:no beach umbrellas, loungers, stalls
or inflatables.- There’s one shack that
serves as a very basic beach bar, but even
that was closed most of the time [ was
there. Achla’s beach is unspoilt and tran-
quil because, unless you are staying at
Onar, it's impossible to access it by road.
Visitors arrive by private boat at the week-
ends, but even then it never fills up too
much, and they're goneby early evening.
Staying in private, comfortable accom-

b

The beach, the
trees, the
waterfall, the
silence. You
cant find these
places easily

in Greece

”»

modation near a clean, empty beach was

an experience | didn't think you could still
have in the Mediterranean without paying
a high price for the privilege. But at Onar
it’'s affordable, with the cottages starting at
€170 a night in summer. Mateo, who loves
tosocialise with his guests in the evenings,
isa hippie at heart. “I wanted the chanceto
live in a beautiful, balanced environment
and to make enough money to be self-
sufficient. Nothing more.”

That approach sums up the experience.
The cottages are comfortableand stylishly
decorated, but not luxurious. Onar’s not
the place to come if you require 24-hour
room service and beauty treatments. The
kitchen is open three times a day and
serves a limited menu of fresh dishes:

T

It'sgettingcheaperbythe | directorofthespecialist
daytovisitGreeceas tour company Sunvil
travelfirms scrambletofill | Holidays.“Idon't believe
hotelsand planes, butisit wearegoing tohaveany
worththeriskof having strikes of any noteuntilthe
your holiday ruined by autumn.”Evenifthereare,

possiblestrikes? Whilethe
economic turmoil still
exists, the formation
thisweek of a pro-euro
government,along with
the start of theannual
July/August holiday
exodusforlocals,is
positive, says Noel
Josephides, the managing

theyare unlikely toaffect
touristsonceinaresort,or
onremoteislands.
Meanwhile,thereare
plenty of bargains.
Sunvilhasupto25per

- centoff latebookings, with

atypical holiday next
monthfor E349ppaweek.
Thomson and Olympic

Holidayshaveeven andATMsclose.

cheaper packages, with @ Takeeuronotesinsmall
thebestdealstomain denominations;ifthereisa
touristdestinationssuch . | changeofcurrency
asCorfu, Rhodes, and followed by a devaluation,
Crete. Olympic, for youwon't be leftwithtoo
instance,hasaweek'sself | muchofthenew currency.
cateringin Corfu, @ Watchthe Foreign
departingon July 14, for Officerecommendations
£176pp, oraweekin (fco.gov.uk).

Rhodes this month for ® If youareworried, book
£158pp. Thereare, though, | apackageholidayasyour
several precautionsworth | touroperatorwillbe
taking: responsibleif youare

@ Take morecashthan delayed by airport strikes.
normalincasethebanks | JaneKnight

salads (using vegetables grown in the
mn), spicy sausages, pasta, roast meats,

fish and local wine. If you're lucky, Mateo
will get out a bottle of his best ouzo and
pass it around. Otherwise you're advised
to order self-catering supplies in advance
asitwilltakeaday for them tobe delivered.

‘Buttheluxuriesof Onarare those things
thatyou don't get at many resorts that cost
five times as much: silence and seclusion.
Don't underestimate how precious these
are. Ifyou want to spring-clean your head,
forget the expensive spa and Gestalt
therapy sessionsand book aweek’sholiday
here. It’s cheaper, lovelier and a bona fide
natural cure.

I spent my time reading, taking sunset
dips in a warm sea by a deserted beach,
walking through woods to a cool, shady
waterfall that is deep enough to bathe in,
dozing onmy terrace andstroking thecat. I
didn't feel remotely guilty, because there
isn't anything else to do. I cherished the
silence. By day three, I had switched my
phone offand putitina drawer.

You can go exploring, of course —
Mateo can arrange boat or car hire— and
on Andros you never need to worry about
hitting the hordes, There aren't any. Its a
wild, wind-beaten, beautiful island. The
charming, small capital town, Hora, is
about40 minutes away.

But you won't want to stmytno far for
too long. As Mateo declared one starry
evening, raising a glass of wine to toast his

valley: “God was in a good mood when he

created this”
He’sright Onarisadream ofaplace.

Stay
Aone-bedroomvillaat Onar, Andros
(onar-androsgr) startsat €170 (£140) a
night, including breakfast.
Lunchordinnerattherestaurantis
about€20pp (£16). Groceriescanbe
orderedatcost,ataday’snotice
(00302106251052,
info@onar-androsgr).

Getting there

BA (0844 4930787, ba.com)fliesfrom
LondonHeathrowto Athens, from £159
return);easyJet (easyjet.com) flies
GatwicktoAthens,from £73 return.
Androsistwohours by ferry from Rafina
(€15atthe port, orbook fromtogiastravel.
com).In Athens stay atthe DivaniCaravel
(00302107207000,divaniscom/
caravel),amodemhotel witharooftop
poolandviews ofthe Acropolis.
Doublesfrom €100(£80), excluding
breakfast.

Getting around

Adx4 hire car from Gavrio,the main port
onAndros, costsabout €50 aday from
AnnaVrettouat Euro Car Andros (00 30
22820724 40, info@rentacareuro.com).
TransferstoOnarareabout £50,0ne way.

Stop-offs

Foraburstofnightlife, Mykmosﬁ
twio-and-a-halfhours by ferry. The
Graceisaboutiquehotel oppositea
sandy beach. Doublesfrom €250
(i-escape.com)



